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Our agenda today

ÅThe radio spectrum today ðTim Ellam, VE6SH

ÅOverview of IARU ðits history ðDave Sumner, K1ZZ

ÅIARU today and its work ðDon Beattie, President IARU Region 1
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The radio spectrum

ÅIn ever-increasing demand

ÅTraded at very high prices

ÅPressure on users to release spectrum (esp. government & military)

Å!ƳŀǘŜǳǊ wŀŘƛƻ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ ǘƻ άōǳȅέ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳ

ÅAmateur spectrum is only acquired and retained through 
professional level advocacy and well-researched argument
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Spectrum allocation in the past

ÅPrincipally concerned ITU and the national regulators

ÅITU reached decisions at WRCs through voting

Å¢ƻ άǿƛƴέ ǎǇŜŎǘǊǳƳΣ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ 
favour of the change

ÅAmateur radio service made significant gains

ÅNow, much has changed with new spectrum stakeholders
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Spectrum Allocation today

ÅThe emerging role of the RTOs ςRegional Telecommunications 
Organisations

ÅEach RTO tries to develop a common position representing the 
views of its members 

ÅITU now works by consensus ςone country can block a proposal

ÅA much harder environment in which to make progress
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Spectrum Stakeholders
ÅITU ςthe International Telecommunication Union ςand six Regional 

Telecommunications Organisations:

ÅAPT ςAsia Pacific

ÅASMG ςArab states

ÅATU ςAfrica

ÅCEPT ςEurope

ÅCITEL ςAmericas

ÅRCC ςCommonwealth of Independent States (of the former Soviet Union)
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ASMG meeting - Lebanon 



Achieving agreement - ITU
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ITU working parties 
and WRC

RTOs - study groups 
and plenary

National administrations





Other Stakeholders (2)
ÅIARU also represents the interests of Amateur Radio through 

International and Global standards organisations:

ÅCISPR

ÅETSI

ÅCENELEC

ÅOur influence relies heavily on IARU Member Societies working at 
national level with their standards committees
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International EMC standards
Developed through:

ÅETSI ςEuropean Telecommunications Standards Institute (for Europe)

ÅCENELEC ςEuropean Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization (for 
Europe)

ÅCISPR - International Special Committee on Radio Interference (global)

- All aimed at influencing EMC standards to ensure appropriate protection 
for radio services

- wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘέ ŜǉǳƛǇƳŜƴǘ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ 
national standards organisations
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